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RISPERIDONE AUGMENTATION OF 
CLOZAPINE 
Sir, 
Henderson and Goff (1996) in an open 
trial reported augmentation of clozapine's effect 
with risperidone in schizophrenic patients not 
responding to clozapine alone. There are no re-
ports in literature of controlled trials or on long 
term effectiveness of this combination. In this 
report a case has been described which shows 
the long term effectiveness of this combination 
in resistant schizophrenia. 
CASE REPORT 
Mr. S, 53 years old male diagnosed as a 
case of paranoid schizophrenia at the age of 23 
years. He was started on clozapine in 1995 as 
he developed resistance to classical neurolep-
tics. His dose was gradually increased upto 
600mg/day over a period of one year. Because 
of frequent recurrence of symptoms clozapine 
was augmented with risperidone in September 
1997. Risperidone was started with 2 mg/day 
and gradually increased to 6 mg/day in four 
weeks. His symptoms gradually improved on 
this combination. During one and half years of 
follow up he had two short lasting episodes of 
behavioural abnormality characterised by rest-
lessness, increased smoking and disturbed 
sleep which responded to addition of 10 mg of 
diazepam which was tapered off in four weeks 
each time. Psychotic symptoms did not recur. 
No significant adverse effect was observed. 
This combination is safe and effective in 
long term. Risperidone augmentation of cloza-
pine should be tried in cases not responding to 
clozapine. However, this is a single case report, 
studies are needed to see the effectiveness and 
safety of this combination. 
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